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Prive Divrr Barrist Church, Sept. 23th, 1864. 


Association met persuant to adjournment. 


Introductory Sermon by W. B. Gallman. . 
2 O'CLOCK P) My 


Association called to order by ‘Moderator S. Buffkin, Prayer sy 


EK. R. Preemas. 
8. GM ins. and W. B. 


reading clerks. 
Letters from the éhurches were 
/thaftthe:Lord had done great things 
of st , nase 
Parreedled to thd clection 6f officers which roatilted tithe alée~ 
tion of W. F. Green moderator, b. R. Freeman, elerk and J. A. * 
Sturges Treasurer. 
Recieve a leiter and pac 
Association by-the jiaud of her messenger bro. Brinsom® 


Appointed tollowing Committces. 


oad 


B. B. Freeman was redganted to act os clerky 
f Gallman were appointed 


read, most of them announcing 
for them in the conversation 


lark. 


sh 
Order & Buvinese-B. Mullins, §, Buifkin and C.. J. 
a o . . j 


Green. 


Finance-—J. A. Sturgis. F. Av Martin and W. M. Ellis. 

Nomination: J.A. Sturgis, 5, Titman and B. B. Day- 
_» Army Missions: §. G. Mallins W. W. Bolls and $. D. Dodds. 

Committée to report‘on the propriety of co-operating with the 
Baptist State Conyentiou in adopting measures for the education 
of Soldigt’s orphans, 5.'G. Mullins, W. W. Bollsand W. By Gal- 
nan. 
Appointed Correspondence as follows: 

Mississippi. Association, S$, Bnifkin, 2. BR, Freemen w, B 
Galiman, 8, G. Mullins, bro, Mallins to write. Strong River Ae 


A. J. Tillman 5. Buffkin, W. F.Green 8. G. Mullins, 


soviation. 
Saldiers 


E. R. Freeman W. B. Gallman, bro. Gallman to write. 
Bible’ and missionary Union. 


write. . 
Dropped correspondence with Bayou Magen Ass 
Committee on, preaching teport Ge Malltaa’ pe 
cloeknte-morrow 5 Bafikiv 2-e'clock. dedopted-y @ mets 
Adjourned to 9 o'clock-to-morrow mornitig. oe 
Praver by S Tillaro. ~ : - 
ue” Ye ee 


yciation. 


kage of Minutes from Strong River 


ag—W. W. Bolle, 'T'. W, Hamilton, 4 Jie 9 


* 


¥ A Martin, WB Gallman, 5. 
‘Tiiman, A J Tillman, J A Tillman F ‘Toomba, bro. Martin to 


weh at LL 
> 













Jpet according t 
Singing’ * 
© Yinates of yest 


know if Shey coul 
“soldiers. ‘They 
the money } and o 
waited some tim 
the money had D 
being able to allt 
jichinond (0 D2 
the fact as they ¥ 
jetter never cam 


Adopted nnd ¢ 
Clommittee on 
troductory y 
B Gallman alter? 
Report an wr 
sions” beg leave 
The subject of fa 
bibles, testaments, 
- fmpor tance and ow 
dial mudeper 


bearing their Dre® 
ar and battle 


alizing influences 
i he 


that shal 






' BAreapay Morning 9 o'clock. 
Met according to adjournment. . © 


Singing aud prayer, 
Winifes of yesterday read and adopted. 


Report of Committces. 






2p 





Onder of Business--Same as last Fear. Adopted. W.'M, Ha- / ‘ 
ley reported : The undersigned, a committee of ‘one, entrasted 
with the money raised at Union Association two years ago at Ney’ 
Yiom for the purpose of procuring religious iiterature for the s¢l- 
diers bag leave to repo ts’ | oy , 

Tat he wrote. to the Publishing House in -Aflanta, Ga./ to 
 kngy if the could furnish him with religious ‘Tracts &c., for’ our 
<ldters. They answered that they ak He then Expressed } 
» the mie Ulaet order for the same, amounting to $63.50. He 

waited some time and not hearing from them, wrote to know if 
the money had been recieved. They answered it had, but not 
being able to sill thé order, lind expressed the money and order to 
Richmond to be filled and was surprised that he was not/ aware of | 
the fact as they wrote iminediately advising him of {he fact. ‘The 
letter never came to hand. He has written euce.gr twice to 

Richrhond.but has mever heard from the matter Ile regrets 1’. 

loss of the money but kuows.no war to rémedy'tho/matter. Me 

thinks it was’ wrong for the publishers at Atlanta to send the 
money to Richmond without instruction, All of which isrespect- 


fully submittted. . 
: W. M. ELALEY..Com. 


Adopted nnd committee discharged. _, 
Committee on nominations report J J (een to preach next Ln- 
troductory ER. Freeman alternate, WAY “Bolfow missions, W 


B Gailman alternate. Adopted. 
Report on arty Missions. Youk*committee on “Army, Mis- 
sions” beg leave to submit the folloeving report: 


The subject of furnishing thé) soldier? of out army the preached word, 
bibles, testaments, and religious literatjare is certainly one of the highe* 

- jmporianée and.one which calls loudly on us at presenet for our most ¢or- 

dial and ener, support. While the brave heroes of our loved South are 

bearing their breast to the storms of war, and are being swept off daily by 
disease and battle—while they are ¢xposed to the temptations and demor 

alizing influences of camp life, it beomes us to throw around them the re- ,\ 


straints of the gospel, and to furnish them every possible means of salva-_ 
f oat homes to protect and 


tion. They have thrown themselves 1n front o 

save them—is it a great matter fhat we should throw oursélyes between 

them and eternal death, -and raj se about them the bulworks of Salvation 

that s rom, the power of sin,and tem tation, and save 
them fi al ruin. e “Gospel is the power of God to salvation,” and 
itis the only power that caw save. bbecomes effectual only as we be- 
come acquainted with its truths; then to keep it before our soldiers is most 


Resolved, 1 oeiation highly approve the 

~ «Soldiers. Bible and adeery Union,” panes’ at Hill 
last, as worthy of our sympathy, our prayers and ont hearty support. 
2. Resolochy at weapply all the funds of this Association, over 4 












































objects of the 
sboro, in Dec. 

















\Adopted and the followi executive nana in 

accordance therewith: W Bolls, WB Gallman, 5 Buffkin, 

S$ G Mullis, E R Freeman. On motion the moderator ang bre 

Elmtre were added. ; - 
Reyort of the Committee on co operation. 


The committee appointed to report upoe the propriety ot covoperating\ 
with Baptigt State Convention in adopting measure _— education of the | 


children ¢f deceased wing: 
ved’, Thas the ‘subjert is of great linportance, snd one in whieb we | 
mend consideration of | 


By amount 
Balance in 
























amount sent up 







Cr. 
By am’t paid bro. 
amount paid b 
Balance in haw o 
~— 




























Resol 
should feel, an abiding interest © recom tt to the * wd 
the members of the churches of ‘this Association, as one worthy of ; Ano a 
their sympathies, prayers aud liberal coutributions, { Rept 20th, 160%. 
Your committee would further recommend that this Association send } Collected $47 


| tion and authori 
- 


Crowfordsvillé, Lowndes Co., on 2th | 
amed landable object. 


delegate to the Convention tufnee t in 
ve hi 
W. B. GALLMAN, Chairman. 
’ 


Oct., to devise \ means-to — the abo 
Respectfuliy submitted. 

















Resolved, That th 
ren, sisters aud frie’ 
in which they ente 


Adopted and E R Freeman appointed delegate in accordance 
to the above recommen, dation. 








Adjourn -d tol o'clock. ~ Resoleed, That t 
8. G. Mallins preachy d. tribation of the mi 
- The 'Préasu 


of the last As 
penses if any. 
Resolrel, That 
Capiah Co., Friday 
Minutes read 
















1 O'CLOCK P.M. 


Association called to ordy:r by the Moderator. Singing and 
prayer by bro Gallman. , ‘ 

Ga motion the Brethren ap pointed to write letters of corrét- 
pondence were not required to present them for approval. , 

Committee on preaching report: © 8 MeCloed predeh at ll 
o'clock, to-morrow after which % collection be taken up for the 
Soldier Mission, E R Freeman, at 2 o’elock, W F Green 
to the blacks at 11 o'clock, 8 G Mullins at 2 o'clock. 


ER. Frees 


The cougres 
preached to a © 
up for Soldier's 

Receay until 

, «= 


ed. $ 
Bro WEG: 
a 


Th w ei: 
eoviatio ic 


. Committee on Fituance report. > 
Your committee on Finance beg: leave \to report: That have ex 
amined the Tfeasurers re d find e correct! showieg 
ballanee on band, .... 9 oe oo es ge adeitl sR 
Amount sent up by the (harches;...--+--#-+* 890.0 


©... 93.39 


seen ieee nw 


Respectfully Submitted, i. A. MARTIN, Chairmen. 


‘% 















Treasurers Re rt. 
Sept. $9th, 1868, to Sopt..10th, 1 in 


oie in account with Union Association, Dr. 
To balance on hand,...... caste sae ae<ciis SouiGud .10 } 


Amount sent up by churches ; 
us hom chemties to Higuidiche daha of hasocissicc ab 
"t from to liquidate debt of Association, 52,00 
Am’t received ne tracts for Miss. Soldiers. .65.25 
Amount-from te Oak Church (8. Fund) 0. 


to 
“ . Damascus 


Cr. : ; 
By amount paid bro. Buffkin,.No..1, 205.38 
By amount paid bro, O. L. Johnsbn for Minutes, No.2, 74. 
By amount paid bro. W. M. Haly to pur. tracts, No.3, 65:25 
Balance in Treasurer's hand, Sept. 1st, 1863,.......... 57.89—=404.00 


_ 


= 
Sept 1, 1863, J. A. Sturges in account with Union Association, Dr. 
To balance brought down, .. 57,89 


amount sent up by. churehes, ® 119.75==177.64 

Cr. —_—_— f 

By am’t paid bro. Grifling to bro. Baffkin for minutes, No. 4, 119.75 
amount paid bro. 8. Buffkin, No. 5, s 

Balance in haud of Treasurer,’ Sept. 20th, 1864, 


All of which is respectfully submitted, i o 
Sept 20th, 1864, JAMES A. STURGES, Treasurer. / 
Collected $47 to, bear the delégates expenses to State Convene ~~ 
| tion and authorized bim to draw on T'reasurer fot balance of ex- 
* penses. 
Following resolutions wers adopted. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the breth 
ren, sisters and friends of this community, for the kind hospitable manner 
in which they entertained us during our meeting. 
Resolced, Th at the clerk be authorized to attend to the printing and dis- 
tribation of the minutes/and be allowed 6ne hundred dollars for bis service. 
’ The ‘Préasurer was requested to make.effortsto get the minutes 
of the last Association, and authorized to pay additional ex- 
penses if any. 
Resolecil, That we adjourn to meet with the New Providence Church, 
Capiah Co., Friday before 4th Sabbath in Sept. 1865. 
Minutesrend and approved. 
an W. F.“GREEN, Moderator. 
E.R. Freeman, Clerk. 


SABBATH. 

The eougregatiaa assembled at 1 o'clock, bro C 8. MeGloud 
preached to a ¢rowded house. After which a collection was taken 
up for Soldie#’s mission ainonnting t6 $207.50 ; 

Recess util 2 o'clock at. which tige tro 8 KR Freeman preach- 
ed. mn 4 ; ; 

Bro WF Green preached to the blacks, ; 4 

Thus ed thé 41h anngal A acon of the pion. Bavtist Ae- 
e#0ciatio ich was harmonious sud pleasant.» 


CE TN ae 
es 


— i a: hg 
Nee eee commen 





finden, 
Wrion Chareh) Jue. Nevils, Jo. Cato 
Hambucg, --|8. M: Corban, J. Pritchard, J. M. Gurvwine, 
Linde, ...--{C. J. Green, A. Heath. U.J. Baylies,.--- ---- 
tow.| Not represented, 
pring). A- Sturges’ 8. Vorley, J. C. Dodd, : 
lehurst,.. |W. B.GALLMAN, O.L. jouxson,* J. 1. Ames. 
A. J. Tiliman, L.« 4. Garrett,” 2.-~-- «+ 
, «+««)0- Selman, TR. Dewnis, 


Not represented, 


s ‘Blow ship -+-- > 
4 ylia, + <3 ; _.|) Not represented, 
New Datala,..jCop sb.. y __.. {E. R. Feeeman,®, Tullman, Re M. Graves.” 
” 8. Chiles,” F. M. Davis” G W. Bongtess,” ; ; 
4 


eee , = 
Li@ty.+-- jue Bult... . pil. |, Wm. Finley. 
“edniout, ..-- mit _ HE. Clark, D. Warren, 8. G. MOLIANS, ------ 
Jthe Huff, viah ..]P5 __.. |W. W. Bowes, B. B. Fore, T W. Hawwilton, J. 
o—ieasant Lill, Letter receiv No delegiies, 
+1iibney, +--+-- fe ° , -e-+]. Nat Represented, , 
at sy wg Mill,..(C a ‘ "1g. W. Brent,” &..J. M. Bullock? &. PD. Dedd 
* White af a Green, W. F. Toombs, J-Greem FA, Mera 
Nos Names marked * absent. ‘Those in small capitals are ordained Minisiterd. 
é ‘rime of meting of White Oak Charetr s:cond aad fytrts Sebbath of each month, 209 
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MINUTES, 


oF THE 


Prior, Bayptist Messociation. 


New Provipexce, Corian Cocnty, | 
Sept. 22d, 1865. \ 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Bro. S. Bufkin, from Acts 10, 
42. Took a recess of an hour. 

Two O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Association was called to order by the Moderator, bro. W. F. Green. 

Prayer by the Moderator. 

The clerk being absent, bro. W. B. Gallman was requested to act us 
elerk, pro tem. 

Brother 8. G. Mullins and J. M. Griffin were appointed to read the let- 
ters from the churches. 

Proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted 
in the choice of brother J. M. Griffin, Moderator, W. B. Gallman, clerk, and 
E. N. Sumrall, Treasurer. 

The Moderator, on trking the chair, made some appropriate remarks, in 
which he thanked the brethren for their confidence in him, and hoped he 
would have their sympathies and co-operation in the discharge of his duties. 

Adopted the iellewing, ortes of business ; 

1. Call the roll; 2. Receive petitions ; 3. Call for correspondence ; 4. 
Appoint committees ; 5. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies ; 6. 
Hear reports; 7. Approve letters of correspondence ; 8. Hear resolu 
tions ; 9. Read tne Minutes, and adjourn. 

On motion, deferred the calling of the roll until to-morrow morning. 

Called for petitions ; received none. Appointed the following commit- 
pees i 

To arrange preaching : The pastor and deacons of New Providence 
church, and brother S. D. Dodds. 

On Finance : A. J. Sturgis, E. Wheeler, and D Warren. 

©n Nomivations : 8. Tillman, J. B. Allen, and J. Nevils. 

The Bethlehem Church requested on expression from the Association on 
the subject of dancing. Whereupon the following brethren were appointed 
a committee to report on that subject, to-wit ; 8. uffkin, S. Tillman, W. W. 
Bolls, W. F. Green, 8. G. Mullins, and W. B. Gallman. 

Appointed messengers to corresponding bodies, as follows : 

To Mississippi Association : 8. G. Mullins and.S. Buffkin ; bro. Mullins 
to write. ; 

To — Association: W. B. Gellman and J. J. Green ; bro. Gallman 
to write. 

Strong River: 8. G. Mullins, E. R. Freeman, and W. B. Galiman ; bro. 

ullins to write. 

Pear} River: W. F. Greea, 5. Buffkia, and 8, Tillman bro. Green to 


te. 
Baptist State Convention : S. Tiiiman, W. B. Gallmas, E. R. Freeman, 
W. F. Green, S. Buffkin, 8. G. Mullins. W. W.Bolls. and J. M. Griffin. 
The Missio Bible and Tract Asseciation : 8. G. Mullios, E: R. Free- 


man, W. B. Galiman, 8. Tillman, W.F. Green, W. W. Bolls, JA. Tillman 
8. Buff kin. 





Proceedings of the Union Baptist Association. 8 


The committze to|arrange preaching report, that brother W: B. Gallman 
will preach to-morrow, at 11 o'clock. Adjourned until 9 o'clock to-mor- 
row inorning. Prayer by Bro. Bolls. 


—— 


9 o'clock, Satcrpay Morning. . 
The Association met. Prayer by bro. J. R. Graves. Read the Minutes 
of yesterday. Called the roll 
On motion, it was 


Rrselerd, To drop from the roll the names of All delegates who fail to attend the 
association. t 

Called for correspondence. ‘ 

Received from Strong River Association, a letter and messenger, bro. 


Jobn Terry. 

from Mississippi Assoclation, a messenger, bro. J. R. Graves. 

Approved letters to corresponding bodies. Received and adopted the 
report of the committee on Finance.’ [See Appendix A.] 

Bro. J. A. Sturgis, the former treasurer, was released from the charge of 
$57--the amount of Confederate money on hand. 

Adopted the report of the special committee on dancing. [See Appen- 
dix B.) 

On motion, bro. E. R. Freeman was requested to wiite an essay on the 
subject of dancing, to be read at the next annual session. Adjourned to 
hear preaching. 








2 0% LOCK, P.M, 

The associatioWMiet : prayer by bra. C. M. Gorden. 

The committee on Nominations report, that bro. Charles M. Gorden 
preach the next introductory sermon : bro. W. F. Green and A. R. Lum 
alternatives, in the order of their names. Adopted. 

The committee te arrange Preaching report, that bro. Bolls will preach 
the missionary sermon at 11 o'clock, to-morrow, according to appointment 
last year, and that bre. J, R. Graves will preach at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

On motion, it was agreed to pay to bro. Slover, (a missionary to the Ia- 
dians) the amount collected to-morrow, at the close of the missionary 
sermon. ; 

On motion, agreed to meet with the Crystal Springs Church next year. 

Took up the following query, sent to the association by Fellowsbip 
Church : “What course should the churches pursue with those colored mém- 
bers who have voluntarily left their homes and are lost sight of?” Different 
answers were proposed, which elicited considerable discussion. A com- 
mittee was then appointed, consisting of brethren S. Tillman, W. W. Bolls, 
and S. Buffkin, to report on the query, from Fellowship Church. They 
presented the following report, which was agreed to. The committee on 
the Fellowship query report the following resolutions : 
. Resolved. That those servants who went off before the surrender, and contrary 
to the wish of their owners, and are Jost sight of, are in disorder, and are conse- 
quently subjects of church discipline. And ‘also those who bave acted disorderly 
since the surrender, are subjects of discipline. But those who have left since the 
surrender, and have not had an opportunity of obtaining letters of dismission from 
the church, we think, should be retained: for a while, at least, and some efforts 
should be made to ascertain their whereabouts. 

Adopted the following resolutions : 

Resolv’'el, That we recommend to all the churches composing our body, whose 
colored membership justifies the course, to immediately organize them into sepa- 
rate churches, and supply them with the preached word as far as practicable. 


Resolved, That we recommend to the churches to reorganize their Sabbath Schools, 
and procure the books published by the Southern Sabbath School Union for their 


} 
ye 
: 
Ti 
ei 
; 
a 


use. . 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches needing Hymn Books, to procure 
the Southern Psalmist, as we regard it the best bymn book with which we are ac- 
quainted. < 





/ 





4 = Proceedings of the Union Baptist Association. 
Rescived, That the thanks of this body are hereby tendered to the brethren, sisters 

and friendg in this Vicinity, for the kind and hospitable manner in which they have 

entertained this association 


during its present Session. 
Resolved, That the clerk superintend the Print 








4 
ing and distribution of the Minutes, 6 REI 
that he draw on the Treasurer to defray the expense of same, and that he be al: You 
lowed twenty-five dollars for h 8 services We | 
After reading the Minutes adjourned to meet with’ the church at Crystal this da 
Springs on Friday before the fourth Sabbath in September next. especis 
oss J.M. GRIFFIN, Moderator. iscord 
i . disco 
W. B. Gatuman. Clerk ted, br 
— We 
‘ ; ; ; a viola 
SABBATH ENE ISEKS, worldl: 
At eleven o'clock, bro. Bolls preached the Missionary Sermon to @ large nor suf 
and attentive Congregation, at the close of which a collection was taken Roman 
up amounting to 350. In the | 
In the afternoon bro. J R. Graves preached and was listened to with ye shal 
deep interest. Thus ended the labors of one of the most harmonious, > that liv 
pleasant, and, we trust. profitable sessions of Union Association. 4th chi 
world ! 
. world i 
says: ‘ 
Theret« 
‘ Resele 
, APPENDIX 4. arent 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON I ‘INANCE. on oS 
Your committee on Finance. beg leave to report: that they have ex- = ari 
amined the Treasurer's report, and find the same correctly stated, showing for the 
&@ balance on hand 6f $57 in Confederate money. The amount sent up by they wo 
the churches, $163 90. - vias} 
A. J. STURGIS, _— 
E. WHEELER, 
D. WARREN. 
=— —————— anne . —— 
Treasurer's Report, September 20th, 1865, 
James A. Sturgis in Aeet.’ with Union Association. 
WARPPPRPO PLO P RRR RRA AN rn errr renee 
September 23, 1864 —To amount in Treasurer's hand,. veetees 632 89 
. ° , SMeunt sent up by the churches,.....893 50 
“ “ “ amount collected on Sabbath,....... ...208 00 
January 1, 1865.~To amount received from churches by) 
Bro. Freeman, .................... § 67 00 
Mareh 3,—————T'o amount received from Brushy Fork 
Gharelt,...........csssccsssceeeence bis 00 
Total,........., $1,311 39 
CREDIT. 
October 1, 1864.—By amount paid Bro. E. R. Freeman ) ’ 
for services as clerk of association, ' $100 00 
as per voucber No. 1,...... Sedelcdeus 
‘ sa —By association amount to pay for print- 
ing minutes vouchers, No.2... . 250 00 
“ “ “ —By amount paid Bro. J.B Hamberiain, 
for soldiers Bible and Missionary 734 30 
, A8SOCiatION, NO. 3,......c00.00.. eerecese see 
November 8. —By amount paid Bro. Freeman's i- 
onal expenses on minutes,....... 5 00 
1865.—By amount paid Bro. J, B. Hamber ain, 
. by the hand of Bro. J. C. Dodds,., 120 00 
Beptem’er 23, “Bg balance on hendia.................... 1254 39 
Confederate me ney to balance,............ 57 00 
i $1311 $9 re ' 
/AS. A: STURGIS, Treas. of Union Aseo’n, 





Proceedings of the Union Baptist Association. 
APPENDIX B. 


REPORT OF ‘THE COMMITTEE ON DANCING. 


Your committee on dancing beg leave to submit the following report : 
We have witnessed with the deepest regret the increasing popularity of 
this dangerous practice, even among the professors of religion, and more 
especially among Baptiste. It has, of late, been the cause of trouble and 
discord in almost all of our churches; and yet it has not only been tolera- 
ted, but even advocated by some.of our members! 
We belleve that it is contrary to the spirit of the Christian religion and ‘ 
a violation of the plain teachings of the Bible, and that it is wholly a 
worldly amusement. It is therefore wreng and should not receive the favor | 
nor support of any lover of Jesus. The Apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Romans, 12th chapter, 2d verse, says: “ Be not conformed to this world.”’ 
In the Sth chapter an-l 13th verses, he says: “ For if ye live after the flesh 
ye shall die.” Jn his levter to Timothy, 5th chap. and 6th verse, he says: “She 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.’ The Apostle James in the 
4th chap. and 4th verse, says: Know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God! whosovver therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God.” The Apostle Jobn in his first epistle, 2:15, 
says: “If any man Jove the world the love of the father is not in him.— 
Therefore, 
Resolved, 1st, That we believe that those church members who engage in dancing 
are in d'sorde 
2d. That those church members who encourage dancing by their presence, or 
who contribute of their means for the support of dancing parties are also in dis- 
rder 
aL That we believe that professors of religion are to a great degree responsible 
for the in creasing popularity of this practice, since they might put a stop toitif, 
they would set themselves against it. 
Finally, we Urlieve that it is the duty of the churehes to withdraw the hand of 
fellowship from those members who persist {n dgncing. For the Apostle says iu 
2d Thess. 5-0, * Withdraw yourselves from every Brother that Walketh disorderly. 


S. BUFFKIN. Cuatrmay. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITf#I 
‘ OF THE 


Union Baptist Association, 
ADOPTED THE FIRST SESSION, SEPTEMBER THE 18tu, 1820. 


PREAMBLE. 


We, the Churches of Jesus Christ,who have been regularly baptized upon a profes- 
sion of our faith, are convinced of the utility of a combination of churches, and of 
maintaining a correspondence for the preservation of union amongst churches 
of the same faith and order, we, therefore, agree to form ourselves into an Asso- 
ciation upon the foilowing principles, viz: 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


Ist. We believe in One Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost— 
the same in essence—equal in power and glory 

2d. We believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testament were given by the 
ingpiration of God, and are the only rule of faith and practice. 

. We believe in the fall of A from his original rectitude—in the imputa- 
tion of his sin to all his,posterity—in the total depravity of human nature, and in 
man’s inability to restore himself to the favor of God. 

4th. We believe that God hath loved his people with an everlasting love ; that 
He chose them in Christ before the foundation of the werld; that He calleth them 
with a holy and effectual calling; and being justified alone through the right- 


eousness of Christ, imputed to them, they are kept by the power of God, through 


faith, unto salvat'on. 
We believe there is one ‘Mediator between God and man—the Man Christ 


Jesus, who by She satisfaction he made to law and justice, in becoming an offering 


for sin, hath, by his most precious blood, redeem the elect frem under the curse 

of the law, that they might be holy and without blame before Him in love. : 
6th. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, and fol'ow after justifi- 

cation, and are evidences of a gracious state; and that all believers are bound to 


obey every, command of God froma principle of Love. 
7 We believe in the Resurrection of the Dead, and a general Judgement ; that 


aa mares of the righteous, and the punishment of the wicked, will be ever- 
asting. : 
GOSPEL ORDER. 


lst. We bolieve thatachurch of Jesus Christ is a congregation of immersed 
believers, who have given themselves to the Lord, and to one another by the will 
of God, and have covenanted tu keep up a godly discipline, agreeable to the rules 


of the free ; 

2d. We beliéve that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church,—the only law giver, 
and that the government is with the charch. - ae 

3d. That Baptism and the Lerd’s Supper are gospel ordinances, appointed by 
Jewus Christ, and are te be continued jn the Church until His second coming. 

4th. That the immersion of the body in water, in the name of the Father, and of 
the fem ad sf the Holy Ghost, is the only scriptural baptism, as taught by Christ 
an es. ; 

Sth. t none but regularly baptized church members, who live a holy life, 
have a righ! to partake of the Lord’s oupper. : ; : 

6th. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to make a public profession 
of their faith, by submitting themselves as subjects, of baptism, and as members 
of the visible ebureh. i ‘ 

Ttht That it is the duty'of every regularly organized church, to expel from her 
communion, all disorderly and immoral members, or those whe hold doctrines 
contrary to the scriptures. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 
Ist. Those delegates who are regular!'y chosen by the churches, in our union, 


hall compose 880¢ . 
: 2d: The Shgene ease, shall produce letters from their respective churches, 
certifying their appointment, together with the number in fellowsbip; those bap- 
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s Rules of Decorum and Powers. 


tized ; received by letter restored ; dismissed; excommunicated and dead; since 
the last Association. 
3d. The delegates thus chosen and convened, sha!l be denominated the “Union 
Baptist Association.” 7 
4th. The Association shal! havea Moderator and Clerk, who shall be annuall 
chosen by a majority of the members present, who shall hold their offices anti! their 
successors are elected | 
oth. If new churches desire to be admitted into this Union, they shal! petition 
by letter and delegates ; aad it, on examination, found orthodox a orderly, shall 
be received by the Association, and manifested by the Moderator’s giving their 
delegates the right hand of fellowship 
6th No chureh in thig Union shall have a right to more than three delegates, un- 
less she shall exceed one hundred members, then sne shall have a right to an 
additional delegate for every fifty. 
7th. Every query sent to the Association, by any church in the Union, shall be 
and put to vote by the Moderator whethe be debated; and if there 
shall be a majority for it, i ovided always, 
that those be first considered, 
8th. Every motion made and seconded shal! be taken up by the Association, 
except it be withdrawn by the person who made it 
9th. Only one person shall speak at once; who shall rise from his seatfand ad- 
dres the Moderator 
10th The person thus Speaking shal! not be interrupted, except he depart from 
the subject, break the rules of decorum, or cast reflections upon a brother, in 
which case he sha)! be immediately called to order by tee Moderator. 
llth. No person shal! speak more than twice on the same subject, without leave 
of the Moderator 
12th. No brother shal! finally depart from the couference Without leave of the 
\ssociation 
13th. All reports to this body shall be sent UP in writing. 
4th. The Moderator shall have the liberty of speaking on any question that ma 
be debated, provided the chair be previously filled, but shall only have the priyi- 
lege of voting when the Association ia equally divided 
5th. The names of, the delegates shail be enrolled by the Clerk, and ealled over 
as of.en as the Asscciation deems expedient 
16th. We think ¥ actually necessary to have an Associationa! Fund, for defray- 
ing the expenses Of the same; for the raising and supporting of which we think 
it the duty of each church in the union to contribute such sums as it may think 
proper, and send them by their delegates to the Association, and the money thus 
contributed by the churches, shal! be deposited in the hands of the Treasurer, 
the Association appointed, who shall be accountable to the Association for all the 
money by him received. and paid out according to the direction of thé same. 
Wth The minutes of the Association shal! be read and corrected if necessary, and 
signed by the Moderator and Clerk, before the Association rise, 


THE POWERS OF THE assoctaTION. 


Ist. It shall be the business of the Association to provide for the general Union 
of the churches. : 

2d. To keepupa triendly correspondence, ; when convenient) with ether Asse 
Clations of the same faith and order 

3 This Association shall have no power to lord it over (iod’s heritage, nor 
infringe upon any of the internal rights of the churches. 

4th. It shail be the dnty of the Association to give the charches the best advice 
tn their power, in difficnit matters, to inquire into an difficulties which may exist 
between sister churches. and remoy le: 

5th. To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as assistants, but not te give 
them the privilege of voting. 

6th. Bhis Associauion shall have the power to withdraw from any church ia the 
union, which may be unsound in Principle, or immoral in ractice, antil reelaimed. 

7th. To appoint any person or persons, by and with their cotsent, to transact 
7 business which the Association may deem necessary. 

th. The Association shall have power to adjeurn vo any time om place they may 

think proper 


%h. The Association shal! be opened and closed with prayer. 
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